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UPTON  UPON  SEVERN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  for  the  Year  19 6l. 


To  the  Chairman  &  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  ny  Annual  Report  for  the  year  196l» 

Ms  each  year  passes  the  change  in  emphasis  in  these  reports  on  the 
state  of  the  public  health  becomes  clearer.  We  are  still  concerned  with  the 
primary  environmental  problems  associated  with  water  supplies,  drainage, 
housing  and  the  many  other  factors  that  go  to  provide  satisfactory  or  unsatis¬ 
factory  living  conditions.  The  circumstances  uider  which  the  population  lives 
are  recorded  in  a  dry  formal  manner  in  the  various  tables  of  this  Annual 
Report.  I  do  not  think  that  any  good  purposes  would  be  served  by  discussing 
each  table  at  length;  it  would  merely  obscure  the  general  trend  of  change 
that  is  taking  place. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  variation  from  the  normal  figures  either  in 
the  death  rate,  the  birth  rate  or  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  during 
the  past  year.  An  inevitable  change  is  taking  place  in  the  character  of  many 
of  the  villages  in  the  North  and  East  of  the  district,  where  they  are  becom¬ 
ing  dormitory  areas  for  town  workers.  The  villages  mostly  affected  are, 

Callow  End,  Powick  and  Kempsey  where,  over  the  past  five  years  much  develop¬ 
ment  has  occurred  and  the  population  has  increased  considerably.  The  merging 
of  the  commuter  population  with  the  indigenous  population  always  provides 
problems,  often  because  of  the  loneliness  cf  young  mothers  during  the  long 
hours  when  their  husbands  are  away  at  work.  This  situation,  which  has  not  as 
yet  provided  many  problems,  can  be  expected  to  become  more  acute  during  the 
next  few  years.  Another  indication  of  the  increase  and  change  in  the  character 
of  the  population  is  given  by  the  fact  that  over  400  Discretionary  and  57 
Standard  Improvement  Grants  have  been  approved  sinoe  the  coming  into  operation 
of  the  1949  act  i.e.  modernisation  of  dwellings  is  taking  place  at  a  rate 
expected  of  Urban  Areas. 

National  Assistance  Act.  (Section  47)  -  One  case  was  considered  suitable 
for  action  but  the  person  concerned  at  the  last  moment  agreed  to  go  into 
hospital. 
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/Air  Pollution 


Air  Pollution  -  A  serious  smoke  problem  arose  from  the  Fowick 
Hospital  chimney,  which  was  producing  very  large  quantities  of  black  smoke 
at  irregular  intervals  throughout  the  day  and  presumably  night*  A  survey 
was  carried  out  of  the  deposition  of  soot,  ash  and  sulphur  products  around 
the  hospital  and  some  astronomical  figures  obtained,  Although  hospitals 
and  other  services  vested  under  the  Central  Government  are  not  subject  to 
the  Smoke  Abatement  Acts,  the  hospital  has  agreed  to  alter  the  firing  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  boilers  in  order  to  reduce  this  serious  nuisance.  We  axe  glad 
to  record  the  friendly  co-operation  received  from  the  South  Worcestershire 
Hospital  Management  Committee  and  the  Birmingham  Regional  Board  in  this  matter* 


H.  P.  GREEN. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  .Area* 


Acreage  .  50,947. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  rate  books.  ...  4,153. 

Rateable  Value . £124,305. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . . .  ,M  £486. 

Resident  population  (Registrar  General* s  Estimate)  ...  ...  14,020. 

Live  Births: 

Number  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  197. 

Rate  per  1,000  population .  ...  ...  ...  ...  18.8. 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent,  of  total  live  births)  7.1. 

Stillbirths: 

Number  . ...  ...  ...  5. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  .  24.7. 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  . 202. 

Infant  Deaths.  . .  ...  ...  .  4. 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  .  20.3. 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  21.8. 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  NIL. 

Neo- natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  15.2. 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate.  .  15.2. 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate.  .  ...  ...  39.6. 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  .  ...  ...  . . . .  ...  NIL, 
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DEATHS. 


Total  Deaths  . . . .  265. 

Kate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  . .  18.9. 


Total  Deaths  . . .  265. 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  . .  18.9. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  (All  ages) 


• 

M. 

•  F. 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

•  •  •  ,  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

1. 

— 

1. 

Infective  and  Parastio  Diseases  . . . 

•  • 

•  •  • 

1. 

— 

1. 

Cancer  -  all  farms  . 

13. 

7. 

20. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

•  • 

•  •  • 

11. 

8. 

19. 

Diabetes  . 

3. 

— 

3. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

•  • 

•  •  • 

17. 

24. 

41. 

Diseases  of  heart  and  arteries  ... 

•  • 

•  •  • 

43. 

50. 

93. 

Influenza  . 

1. 

.. 

1. 

Pneumonia  . . .  ... 

6. 

22. 

28. 

Bronchitis  . 

8. 

2. 

10. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

•  • 

•  t* 

2. 

1. 

3. 

Diseases  of  digestive  system 

If*  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

2. 

— 

2. 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

— 

1. 

1. 

Violence  . 

5. 

6. 

11. 

Other  defined  and  ill- defined 

diseases 

•  • 

if  • 

8. 

20. 

28. 

Totals 

122. 

143. 

265. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Services. 

Chemical  analysis  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Analyst,  County 
Lab orat ory ,  Worcester, 

Bacteriological  examination  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Clinics. 

There  are  none  provided  by  this  Authority. 

The  County  Council  have  provided,  by  local  arrangement  with  Voluntary 
Committees,  for  Infant  Welfare  Centres  to  be  held  in  the  following  parishes. 

Hanley  Swan  Kempsey  Ltfrrgdon  Upton  upon  Severn  Welland. 

Clinics  for  Maternity  and  Eye  cases  are  provided  at  Worcester  and 
Malvern  under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 


Tabic  shewing  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 

Year, 


Total 

all 

ages. 

Age 

Un- 

Known 

<0-1 

yr. 

,  1-2 
yrs 

3-4 

yrs 

5-9  . 

yrs 

10-14 

yrs 

15-24 

yrs 

.  Over  . 

25 

yrs. 

Measles. 

194 

2 

5 

25 

34 

108 

19 

- 

1 

Ac.  Pneumonia, 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

12 

Whooping  Cough, 

2 

- 

- 

— 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever, 

3 

mm 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery. 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis 
Pulmonary . 

5 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1 

4 

Totals, 

218 

2 

r— 

D 

25 

» 

35 

113 

20 

1 

; 

17 

Tuberculosis. 


At  the  end  of  19^1  the  tuberculosis  register  contained  the  names  of 
41  males  and  22  females  who  normally  reside  in  the  district. 
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SMALLPOX  vaccination 


Table  shewing  number  of  children  vaccinated  during  the  year: 


Under 

1  yr. 

1-2 

yrs 

2-4 

yrs 

5-14  ■ 
yrs 

15  & 

over 

Totals 

Number  of  children 
receiving  primary 
vaccination. 

128 

7 

4 

8 

5 

152 

Number  of  children 
re- vaccinated. 

— 

— 

1 

5 

8 

14 

WHOOPING-  COUGH  IMMUNISATION . 


Table  shewing  number  of  children  who  have  completed  a  primary 
course  of  pertussis  vaccine  (singly  or  in  combination)  during 

the  year; 


0-4  yrs  , 

5-14  yrs 

,  Total  , 

Number  of  ohildren 
immunised. 

155 

207 

i. .  . . . . . . — 

362 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Under  , 
1  yr. 

1-4  , 
yrs 

5-14 

yrs. 

Totals 

Children  who  received 
a  full  course  of 
primary  immunisation. 

45 

117 

30 

192 

Children  who  recieved 
a  re- inforcing  inject¬ 
ion. 

— 

3 

189 

192 

Children  who  received 
a  second  re- inforcing 
injection. 

- 

- 

86 

86 
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REPOiiT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


for  tho  year  ended  31st  December,  1961, 

To  the  Chairman  &  Members  of  the  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  a  report  on  the  work  of  tho 
Department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1961. 


Summary  of  General  Visits  and  Inspections. 

General  complaints.  . .  .  . .  55» 

Drainage  inspections  -  supervision  of  work  ...  ...  75* 

Drain  tests  . ...  ...  91# 

Visits  to  temporary  dwellings  . .  .  31* 

Improvement  Grants  -  Housing  Acts  1919/57  .  210. 

Inspections  of  works  in  progress  ...  ...  .  124. 

Inspection  under  Petroleum  Regulations  .  ...  32. 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  revisits . ...  ...  217* 

Inspections  under  Food  &  Drugs  Act.  1955. 

Inspections  of  cafes,  kitchens  &  Public  Houses.  ...  12. 

Inspections  of  bakehouses  ...  ...  . .  ...  19* 

Inspections  ©f  premises  registered  for  manufacture  of 

sausages,  pressed  meat  etc . .  ...  5* 

Inspections  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream.  7« 

Inspections  of  other  food  premises.  ...  ...  ...  10. 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations.  288. 

Shops  Act.  1950. 

‘Number  of  Visits  .  . . .  27* 

No  aotion  was  found  necessary  as  a  result  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purposes  of  Sections  37  &  38  (subsections  3,1  &  5)  of  the  Shops  Acts,  1950. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 


Public  Health  (Meat^  Regulations. 

There  arc-  two  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  area. 

Post  mortem  examination  of  all  animals  slaughtered  is  carried  out  and 
for  this  purpose  258  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

CARCASES  AND  OPPAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN 

WHOLE  OR  IN  PART. 


— 

Cattle 

excluding 

C  ows 

Cows 

Calves 

- 1 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  . 

255 

1 

46 

595 

37 

Number  Inspected  . 

255 

1 

46 

595 

37 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

and  Cvsticerci. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  . . . 

1 

5 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  organ  or 
part  was  condemned  . . . 

15 

1 

5 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cysticerci. 

5.88$ 

100$ 

2.17$ 

1.3  k7° 

2.7$ 

Tuberculosis  Only;. 

Whole  carcases  condemned.  ... 

•a* 

Carcases  of  which  some  organ  or 
part  was  condemned.  . . , 

. 

mm 

2 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affeoted  with  tuberculosis. 

- 

i 

- 

- 

1 

5.4$ 

Cysticerci  -  No  carcase  was  found  to  be  affeoted. 

j 

t 
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INSPECTION  AMD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  (cont.) 


No,  of  Food  Premises  in  the  District: 


Shops: - 


Butchers  7. 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  6. 

Grocery  &  Provisions.  32. 

Fish  (Wet  &  Fried)  1, 

Cafes  &  Refreshment  Houses  .  ...  14. 

Licensed  premises  ...  . .  ...  ...  54. 

Food  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3. 


In  addition  at  least  three  mobile  shops  (Butchers  and  Wet 
Fish)  are  known  to  trade  in  the  district  although  being  based  outside 
it.  The  general  standard  of  these  vehicles  is  reasonably  good. 


Bakehouses 


There  are  no w  6  bakehouses  in  operation  in  the  district  in 
all  *f  which  a  high  standard  is  maintained. 

Nineteen  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 


Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1953. 

Number  of  premises  registered  and  purpose  of  registration, 
under  Section  1 6: 

Premises  registered  fpr  storage  & 

sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream.  44. 

Premises  registered  for  manufacture 

of  sausages,  pressed  meat  etc.  5. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  district. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  (cont.) 


Food  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption, 

Table  shewing  quantities  of  food  condemned, 
during  the  year. 

(Excluding  meat  condepmed  at  Slaughter-houses) 


Lamb's  Carcase  1* 

Canned  Fruits  4  Cans. 

”  Vegetables  3  Cans. 

"  Fish  2  Cans. 

"  Meats  18  Cans. 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

Large  items  suoh  as  complete  carcases,  are  collected  by  a 
specialist  firm  from  the  City  of  Worcester  for  processing,  but  the 
average  small  items  are  either  burnt  or  buried. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1955  &  I960. 

No  formal  action  was  required  to  be  taken  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  food  premises  or  food  handlers. 

Very  few  infringements  were  observed  and  for  these,  remedies 
were  immediately  forthcoming. 


WATER  SUPPLIES . 

The  last  two  major  water  schemes  have  been  completed  and  thus, 
except  for  a  few  isolated  dwellings,  a  piped  water  supply  is  now  avail¬ 
able  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Upton  upon  Severn  Rural  District. 
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swnvMiNG  baths 


There  is  one  privately  owned  swimming  bath  in  the  distriot  open 
to  the  public. 

The  water  is  obtained  from  a  deep  7; ell  on  the  premises  and  is 
treated  by  preliminary  screening,  filtration,  simple  chlorination  and 
aeration  by  means  of  a  "cascade”. 

The  turnover  period  is  a  maximum  of  6  hours. 

Daily  tests  are  made  with  a  Lovibond  Comparator  by  the  operator 
for  chlorine  content  and  pH  value. 

Two  samples  were  submitted  by  this  Authority  to  the  County  Analyst 
and  both  proved  satisfactory. 


WATER  SAMPLING. 


Public  Mains  Supplies. 


Number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  ...  ... 

Private  Wells. 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  . 

Satisfactory  . . 

Unsat isf actory  ...  . . . 

Number  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired  as  a 

result  of  informal  action  . 

Number  of  wells  closed  during  the  year  . 


36. 


26. 

11. 

15. 


3. 

4. 


HOUSING-. 

Twenty- one  dwellings  were  completed  at  Bannutt  Hill,  Kenrpsey  during 
the  year  and  were  used  to  rehouse  families  displaced  as  the  result  of  Slum 
Clearance. 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE  ffiOGRAMM, 


Number  of  promises  dealt  vdth  during  the  year;- 


Demolit ion  Orders  made . .  •••  •••  ...  19* 

Closing  Orders  made  .  3« 

Premises  Demolished  ..  . . •  10, 

Premises  Demolished  Voluntarily  . ...  ... 

Premises  Reconditioned  . .  •••  ...  4* 

Premises  where  undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  ...  -*> 


Table  shewing  number  of  Dwellings  completed  by  the 
Local  Authority  as  part  of  the  post  war  programme. 


Year 

Dwellings 

completed 

Year 

,  Dwellings 
completed 

Year  , 

Dwellings 

completed 

1946 

10 

1952 

58 

1958 

10 

1947 

27 

1953 

57 

1959 

25 

1948 

53 

1954 

54 

I960 

15 

1949 

8 

1955 

45 

1961 

21 

1950 

46 

1956 

35 

|  1951 

32 

i 

1957 

i 

10 

B1PR0VEMENT  GRANTS. 


82  applications  for  discretionary  grants  were  received  for  con¬ 
sideration  during  the  year. 

80  were  approved,  and  2  were  refused. 

20  applications  were  received  for  Standard  Grants;  19  were 
approved  and  1  was  refused. 

RENT  ACT,  1957. 

1  application  was  received  during  the  year  for  a  Certificate  of 
Disrepair. 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  outstanding  ...  5* 
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ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 


Public  Health  Acts. 


Number  of  premises  visited . .  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  . . 34 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  abated  .  29 

Number  of  Notices  served  -  Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  Notices  served  -  Formal  .  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  legal  proceedings  instituted  ...  ...  ... 


Housing  Acts. 


Number  of  premises  inspected  . . .  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  premises  unfit  for  habitation  .  ...  24 

Number  of  premises  not  in  all  respects  fit  .  ...  8 

Number  of  premises  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  . .  3 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Consulting  Engineers  are  preparing  proposals  for  the  improvement 
of  existing  overloaded  works  at  Kempsey,  Upton  Town  and  Hanley  Castle, 
following  completion  of  which,  schemes  for  Ripple,  Severn  Stoke,  Kinnersley 
and  Ba^onford  have  been  suggested. 

The  completion  of  the  schemes  for  providing  a  piped  water  supply 
throughout  the  district  has  considerably  aggravated  existing  unsatisfactory 
conditions,  and  careful  consideration  must  be  given  to  sewage  disposal  when¬ 
ever  new  development  is  proposed. 

In  addition  to  a  number  of  small  schemes  dealing  with  groups  of  houses 
throughout  the  district,  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  are  provided  and 
maintained  in  the  following  areas. 

Earls  Croome. 

Hanley  Castle. 

Hanley  Swan. 

Kempsey. 

Longdon. 

Powick. 

Holly  G-reen  (Ripple) 

Upton  Town. 


-  Pumping  Scheme. 

-  Gravitation. 

_  n 

-  Pumping  Scheme . 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 
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Prescribed  Particulars  in  the  Administration  of  tho 

Factories  Act.  1937 . 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 

by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

Number 

0* 

Register  . 

Number  of 

inspections 

,  Written  , 
Notices 

Occupiers 

proseouted 

(l)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
3,4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities. 

11 

2 

- 

- 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(l)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

46 

19 

2 

- 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (excl¬ 
uding  out-workers'  premises. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

57 

1 

21 

> 

2 

- 

Ci+SES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars. 

Number 

of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions  • 
were  instituted 

• 

Found 

*  • 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M.  . 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
.Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

M 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

— 

- 

- 

_ 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(s.3) 

- 

- 

— 

— 

mm 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(3.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14  - 


* - r 

1 

Number  of  cases  in  which  de 
were  found 

— 

f  ects 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Particulars 

Pound 

.Remedied 

Ref erred 

Prosecutions 
were  instituted. 

to  H*M, 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspect  or 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

mm 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

rnmt 

mm 

TOTALS 

2 

- 

- 

1 

I _ _ 

PART  VIII  of  the  Act  -  OUTWORK  (Section  110  &  111) 

One  Outworker,  needlework,  v/as  in  operation  in  the  area  during  the  year* 


MORTUARY . 

Six  bodies  were  received  in  the  Mortuary  during  the  year  -  post  mortems 
being  carried  out  in  2  instances. 

R2FUSS  COLLECTION. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  and  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Council’s  Surveyor. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


In  addition  to  carrying  out  treatments,  Miss  Clements,  the  Rodent 
Operator,  makes  systematic,  inspections  of  the  farms  and  other  business  premises 
in  the  district,  and  for  this  purpose  the  following  visits  were  made  during  the 
years - 


Farms,  smallholdings  etc.  ...  . .  ...  398. 

Other  premises  . .  . .  ...  ...  508. 

Number  of  Complaints  reoeived  ...  . .  ...  ...  100. 

Number  of  Infestations  Treateds- 

At  private  dwellings  .  ...  ...  .  120. 

At  business  premises  . .  ...  90. 

Number  of  other  infestations  ...  . .  ...  12. 


Treatment  in  respect  of  private  dwellings  is  given  free  but  a  charge 
is  made  for  treatments  given  to  farms  and  business  premises,  based  on  time  taken 
and  materials  used. 


E.  J.  CROMWELL 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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